
 
the transfiguration—God on display                                              Matthew 
16:28-17:9- 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

❖ THE BIG PICTURE (The Setting and Context) (16:28-17:1)  
 

➢ Three things to remember: 
!  Chapters 16-17 are largely about the identity, mission and nature of Jesus. 
!  The location is still Caesaria Philippi (see map). 
!  The prediction of 16:28 is probably fulfilled in 17:2-3. 
 

➢ After six days- may allude to Exo 24:12-18 where Moses sees the glory of God. 
!  Mark has six 
!  Luke about eight days. 

 

➢ Jesus’ taking of Peter, James and John mirrors Moses’ taking of Aaron, Nadab, 
and Abihu (Exo 24:1, 9). 

!  These three are the inner of the concentric circles of relationships around Jesus 
(Mat 26:37; Mar 5:37; 13:3). 

!  Garden of Gethsemane (26:37; also Mark 5:37 and Matt 13:3) 
!  This inner core was to keep this experience a secret until after the resurrection. 
 

➢ High mountain 
!  Probably not Mount Tabor, since this traditional site had a Roman post on top. 
!  Probably either Mount Meron (3900’) located between Caesarea Philippi  

!  and Capernaum (on their way back). 
!  Mount Hermon (9000’) north of Caesarea Philippi. 

!  Not necessarily at the top. 
 

➢ This is the new “Sinai” revelation of the Glory of God (see Ex 34:6-8). 
 
 

❖ HIS APPEARANCEÑ THE TRANSFIGURATION (17:2) 
 

➢ Matthew simply records he was transfigured (metamophoo) before them. 
!  Passive meaning God is behind the transformation. 
!  It’s only used here in a physical sense. 
!  It’s used twice spiritually (Rom 12:2; 2 Cor 3:18). 
 

➢ Two things are described: 
!  His face shone like the sun (Exo 34:29-35; Dan 12:3). 
!  His clothes became as white as snow (Mat 28:3). 
 

➢ Clearly they were suddenly in direct contact with the divine glory. 
!  This is a reminder of Jesus preincarnate glory (John 1:14, 18; 17:5; Phil 2:6-7). 
!  And a preview of his coming exaltation (2 Pet 1:16-18; Rev 1:16). 
 
 

❖ HIS SERVANTSÑ MOSES AND ELIJAH (17:3) 
 

➢ Moses represents the Law and Elijah the prophets as witnesses to Jesus who 
fulfills the Torah. 

 

➢ Moses predicted that a Prophet would come (Deut 18:18) & Malachi that Elijah 
would be the forerunner to the Messiah (Mal. 4:5-6). John saw the coming of two 
witnesses (Rev 11:1-3). 

 

➢ Both Moses and Elijah had visions of the glory of God on a mountain. 
 

➢ Both had unique endings to their lives. 
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➢ Their appearance indicates that Jesus transcends both of them and that they serve 
and point to him. They are His attendants (Luk 9:31). 
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❖ PETER MISSPEAKS AGAIN ((17:4) 
 

➢ Luke records: Luk 9:32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when 
they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him.  33 
As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said . . . 

 

➢ It is good for us to be here—an immature, self-centered approach to ministry. 
 

➢ Three shelters (lit. tents). 
!  Either he is thinking of the Feast of Tabernacles where booths are constructed 
but it’s hard to imagine Jesus being away from Jerusalem during the feast. 
!  Or Peter is thinking of monuments to commemorate the incredible event. 
 

➢ Peter’s suggestion is a serious mistake, where he really isn’t paying attention: 
!  He puts Jesus on a par with Elijah and Moses. 
!  He misses the preeminent glory of Jesus. 
!  They appear after he is glowing. 
 

➢ While Peter is still speaking, God speaks. 
 
 

❖ GOD SPEAKSÑ OBEDIENCE IS DEMANDED (17:5-9) 
 

➢ A bright cloud-symbolizing the Shekinah glory of the presence of God (Exo 40: 
35), and the future coming of Jesus in the clouds (Mat 16:27; 24:30; 26:64). 

 

➢ The love of His Father is so evident. 
 

➢ Hear Him—we must obey because of Jesus unique authority.. 
!  We’ve listened to Moses (the Law or Torah). Morality is fulfilled in Jesus. 
!  We’ve listed to the Prophets. Justice and the Promised Messiah are fulfilled. 
!  Now we must listen to Jesus. He is the epicenter of all Scripture. 
!  Higher revelation—higher expectation. 

!  His words found in Scripture. 
!  His Spirit speaking to our hearts and guiding us. 
!  His people (teachers, friends). God speaking through them. 
!  Events and circumstances providentially guiding us. 
!  Nature, God’s playground, speaks to us. 

 

➢ The disciples fell face down and were terrified. 
!  Fear is common at the voice of God. 
!  Face down partially out of fear and partially worshiping.  
 

➢ Jesus’ tenderness is to come and touch them. 
 

➢ His command is to believe and follow. His basic command is to love. 
 

➢ If we don’t obey and turn from his voice disastrous results occur. 
!  Numbness sets in (calloused)  
!  Lack of being present with Jesus and life. Our thoughts are past tense. 
!  Going through religious motion. 
!  Adventure is gone. 
!  Love for Him and for others is muted. 

 

➢ Obedience is the tipping point of the spiritual life. 
!  It is the surrender of our will & agenda for His. 
 
 

❖ THINKING IT THROUGH  
 

➢ Reread the Matt 17:1-9 and Luk 9:28-35. Then tell the story in your own words. 
 

➢ What part of the story stands out to you? 
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➢ Read Exo 24:12-18 and Exo 34:5-8. What do you think is the parallel with this 
passage and what is new? 

 

➢ What is the significance of these two witnesses (Deut 18:18; Mal 4:5-6; Rev 
11:1-3)? Notice in Luke 9:31 what they speak to Jesus about. 

 

➢ What was Peter thinking? Why do you think he spoke? 
 

➢ What is God’s intent in interrupting Peter and speaking? 
 

➢ What area in your life do you need to obey Jesus? Repent and pray. 


