
 
Moving mountains                                                Matthew 17:9-21-  

 
  

!   What do you believe? 
!  How do you know you believe? 
!  Sean, Sheila. 

 

 
 

!  ELIJAH OR NOT? (17:9-13)  
Matt. 17:9    As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, ÒDon't tell 
anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.Ó 
 
Matt. 17:10    The disciples asked him, ÒWhy then do the teachers of the law say that 
Elijah must come first?Ó 
 
Matt. 17:11     Jesus replied, ÒTo be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12 
But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to 
him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their 
hands.Ó 13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the 
Baptist. 

 

"  DonÕt tell anyoneÉ have seenÑ the messianic secret. 
 Seen (horama, Ôorama)Ñ refers to supernatural vision (theophany). Matthew 
uses this instead of MarkÕs Òwhat you have seenÓ (Ôa eidon, Ôa eidon). 
 This is a tech term for Matt and only Matt uses it (:10; 10:3; 11:5; 16:9). 
 JesusÕ demand for secrecy is repeated often in the gospel (Mat 9:30; 12:16, 
20; 17:9), for reasons of pure humility , avoiding sensationalism, and 
premature battle  with the Sanhedrin.  
 The transfiguration was a f oreshadow of the resurrection which became 
the central and very open message of the early church. 
 

"  WhyÉElijah Éfirst ?  
 They ask, since they just saw Elijah and Moses with Jesus. 
 Was that the fulfillment?  
 Mal. 4:5    ÒSee, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful 
day of the LORD comes.  6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children,  
and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land 
with a curse.Ó 
 Acts 1:6    So when they met together, they asked him, ÒLord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?Ó 
 

"  Elijah  comesÉ  
 Lit. is coming. Then Jesus adds and will restore all things. 
 Jesus initially agrees completely with the scribes. 
 His is a preparatory work. Obviously Elijah wonÕt accomplish restoration 
without Messiah otherwise the Messiah would not be needed. 
 Rev. 11:3 And I will give power to my two witnesses , and they will prophesy 
for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.Ó 
 

"  ButÉElijah has already come 
 This refers to John the BaptistÕs ministry. 
 But they did not recognize him. 
 If John was Elijah, Jesus is the One. 
 

"  They have done to himÉin the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer 
 His fate is the same as it will be for Jesus. 
 

"  Everything points to the cross. 
 It was inevitable from GodÕs standpoint. 
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 It was inevitable from a human point of view. 
 
 

!  THE HEALING OF A BOY WITH A DEMON /(17:14-21) 
Matt. 17:14     When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before 
him. 15 ÒLord, have mercy on my son,Ó he said. ÒHe has seizures and is suffering 
greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. 16 I brought him to your disciples, 
but they could not heal him.Ó  
 
Matt. 17:17     ÒO unbelieving and perverse generation,Ó Jesus replied, Òhow long 
shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.Ó 18 
Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that 
moment. 
 
Matt. 17:19     Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, ÒWhy couldn't we 
drive it out?Ó 
 
Matt. 17:20     He replied, ÒBecause you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you 
have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ÔMove from here to 
thereÕ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.Ó 
 
Matt. 17:21 ÒBut this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.Ó 

 

"  Lord, have mercy 
 When Jesus and the 3 disciples came down the mountain (Mark 9:14) they 
encountered a crowd. 
 The disciples had failed in an attempted exorcism. 
 Here the desperate father worships Jesus. 
 This is the famous liturgical prayer used (9:27; 15:22; 20:30) 
 

"  He has seizuresÉ  
 Matthew uses the term moonstruck.  
 Mark makes it clear that the source is a demon. 
 In Mat 9:32-33 there is another story connecting sickness and demonization. 
 But we arenÕt to assume that because Scripture makes a distinction. 
 But we must have a holistic understanding of brokenness. The spiritual, the 
emotional, the social, and the physical are more connected than we realize. 
 

"  Your disciplesÉ could not heal him 
 This situation was beyond the disciples. 
 

"  O unbelieving and perverse generationÉ  
 Jesus lament is not to them man, or the disciples but to the crowd. 
 The generation is evil and adulterous. 
 It is clear Jesus is frustrated over the faithlessness at the dawn of the kingdom of 
God. His desire is for these people to repent and believe in Him. 
 Unbelief is contagious and the disciples seemed to have been affected by it. 
 Stay with you? This realm is not His home. 
 Jesus rebuke is directed toward the demon (see Mark) not the boy. 
 

"  Why couldnÕt we...? 
 Privately 
 They knew Jesus had given them power (10:1, 8) and had no doubt experienced 
it many times. 
 Was it technique? Special faith? Special formula? 
 ItÕs easy to gradually rely on our own abilities or methodology. 
 They were dismayed with Jesus sharp statement about little faith. 
 

"  Faith as small as a mustard seed 
 Truly-solemn into to an authoritative statement. 
 Faith of a mustard seed (Also Luke 17:6). 



  `  3 

     
Mark Foreman                        NCCC                                               June 26 & 27, 2010 
 
 

 Faith is not a substance. 
 Although Jesus speaks metaphorically about the amount of faith, it is not the 
amount but the focus or object of faith. 
 

"  How do we increase faith? 
 ConfessÑ formula. 
 Faith: identity, mission, nature. 
 Person--love 
 Faith exists or it doesnÕt. And then it exists weakly or  strongly. 
 But misdirected faith or waning faith can do nothing. 
 James speaks of faith ten times in five chapters: James 1:5 If any of you lacks 
wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it 
will be given to him.  6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he 
who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  7 That man 
should not think he will receive anything from the Lord;  8 he is a double-minded 
man, unstable in all he does. 

!  Peter walking on water 
!  My failure with acne. 
!  Faith muscle. 

 

"  Nothing will be impossible for you 
 Just that small amount makes mountains move (see Mat 21:21; 1 Cor 13:2). 
 Mountain is a proverb in Jewish literature (Isa 40:4; 49:11; 54:10; Mat 21:21-
22). 
 This is a story of encouragement. 
 The focus is not on the faith of the recipient but the healer. 
 Jesus does not emphasize how little but how easy it is. 
 Limiting conditions neednÕt be worried about with faith. 
 The smallest amount of faith can do amazing things. 
 Still we donÕt demand healing, since our trust (faith) is in Jesus nature, power 
and will. 
 V. 21 does not exist in the oldest, most reliable manuscripts. Only in KJV 
 Mark 9:29 has prayer and fasting, while oldest manuscripts only have prayer. 
 Increase my faith. Faith is better thought not as a substance but a connection. 
 

!  Metaphors of faith: muscle, substance, faith  is the act of 
connecting (trusting) to JesusÕ love. Reach out a grab. 
!  Blow on a burning  ember. 
!  Abraham, Gideon, Moses, Joseph, Hannah, Samson, 
David all  learning to believe. 

 

!  THINKING IT THROUGH  
 

"  Read the passage. What speaks to you the most? Why? Discuss the passage. 
 

"  Have you ever Òpulled a faith muscle?Ó 
 

"  How do we increase our faith? 
 

"  Is faith loud, demonstrative, self-confident? How should we pray in faith? 
 

"  Who is the object of our faith? What do you trust Him to do for you now? 


