Give Yourself AwayN God Did

£ The Real/ Transformed YouK the Image of God (a Serving
Paradigm of Love)

I OrouCanBelLikeGod... N They aready were (Gen 3:4; 1:26).

¥  Wetook, conquered, grasped. Though Jesusnever grasp for the
position of God (Phil 2).

What makes a person God-like?

Certainly it isn@the physical.

Certainly it is not any of the Omni@ that was Adam and Eve® mistake.
As creatures there are things we will never be, by definition.

Itiswrong and impossible for a creature to think of itself as Creator.

In the kingdom atreeisatree, not acow or acloud but atree. A human
is ahuman not an ape or God. And God is God. Thereis ajoy and freedom
inthis. Thereis no waste of energy trying to discern.

¥  Too often the ancients have emphasized the rational .

¥ Theartists have emphasized the creative (imagining and creating).

¥ If aperson has to deceptively do anything to achieve deity they are not
God.

¥ Thisistheline, ahuge line that was crossed. Thislineis now the
lifestyle of human, dodging, hiding, deceiving, discerning, cross-examining,
trying in court because of the fig leaves of trying to be who we are not.

¥  Particularly magic, which the Bible distains.
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I Weimaginetha to be God-like means having power/control. A big throne
fromwhich the Ruler rulesthe universe. That iswha thefirst couple
essentially wanted.

| But where we were given God® nature was in thearea of persond
character: Loving, kind, jug, true faithful, gentle, loyd, holy, and giving.

I We were created full of dignityN profoundnature and character without
shame (Gen 1:26-27; Psa 8:3-6). Wha kind of God would first share himself
in creation, then share his very nature with a creature? A very hunble, giving,
and loving God.

I PurposN profoundresponsbility and significance (Gen 1:26). Jug as
God gave himself to creation we now were to do the same (see Mat 5:13-14,
16).

Vocationsare important if you have oneyou enjoy.

Not everyoneis blessed with tha.

We all have ahighvocation.

Tha@ why ecology and husandry are important.

Tha@ why missionsare important.

Tha@ why judtice isimportant.
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¥ Tha@why prayer isimportant.

I Trueintimacy based ontruth and loveN profoundlove and relationship
(1:26; 2:18, 23, 25; 3:8); areflection of the Trinity (John13:34; 15:12, 17).

I An awareness of the GnagicOor wonde of creation.

I Jesuswas al of this, asaman. But as we follow him, thisistheimagetha
He, as God, will trandorm youand| into. God will have His origind intent
for us(image salt, light) (2 Cor. 4:4; 3:18; Phil 2:1-12).

= Thinking It Through
I Isit easy for youto see yourfaults and consder who you are not?

' Read the Garden story backwardsto see howtheingpired writer is
explaining why we are theway we are.

I Rehearse outloudtheeffects of theFall. Now admit how this affects you
persondly.

I Now describethe naure of unfalen humans How is God trangorming
you?



